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RUSSIAN (RUSS)
RUSS 1010 - Russian from the Beginning I
3 Credits
Students will demonstrate a novice-mid level on the ACTFL scale in
reading, writing, speaking, and listening after having been introduced
to a variety of print, audio, video, and digital resources. They will relate
basic personal information, to describe routine activities, to reply in
basic phrases to everyday queries, and to respond in a general manner to
requests for personal information. The importance of linguistic accuracy
will be repeatedly emphasized throughout the course as student gain
a knowledge of the Russian alphabet, formal/informal greetings, verbal
conjugations, and the adjectival and nominal declensions.
Attributes: Foreign Language BA Req (CAS), Foreign Language BS
Req (CAS), International Studies, International Studies-Europe, MLIC
Language, Russian Area Studies

RUSS 1020 - Russian from the Beginning II
3 Credits
By the end of the course students will demonstrate a novice-high
knowledge of reading, writing, listening, and speaking in Russian after
their introduction to a variety of print, audio, video, and digital resources.
Students will be able to relate personal information about their living
situations, families, studies, professions, shopping, and food preferences.
Students will attain a novice-high level knowledge of the verbal system
(including all aspects and tenses), the verbs of motion, and all adjectival
and nominal cases.
Prerequisite(s): RUSS 1010
Attributes: Foreign Language BS Req (CAS), MLIC Language, Russian
Area Studies

RUSS 1930 - Special Topics
1-3 Credits (Repeatable for credit)

RUSS 1980 - Independent Study
1-3 Credits (Repeatable for credit)

RUSS 2010 - Intermediate Russian: Language and Culture I
3 Credits
Students will be able to navigate successfully in sentence-length
discourse in speaking and writing, at a minimum novice-high level, a
range of topics relating to personal interests, including daily routine,
hobbies, student life, and family history. They will be developing an ability
to comprehend and compose paragraphs related to personal interests
at the intermediate level, as they more fully master complex sentence
formation and usage as well as temporal expressions.
Prerequisite(s): (RUSS 1020 or Russian Waiver per Advisor with a
minimum score of 1020)
Attributes: Foreign Language BA Req (CAS), Foreign Language BS Req
(CAS), MLIC Language

RUSS 2020 - Intermediate Russian: Media Literacy
3 Credits
Students will develop their ability to analyze global digital communities
and state-backed information (and disinformation) digital resources as
they examine diverse media focused on both historical and contemporary
periods in Russian and develop their ability to express their critical
thinking in Russian. The development of reading skills with a study
of participles, comparative structures, interconnected sentences, and
content analysis is a focus of the course. The course will address the
Communities and Cultures components of the ACTFL World Readiness
Standards in an examination of state-sponsored media, geographical
landscapes, and the on-line presence of individuals of influence.
Prerequisite(s): RUSS 2010
Attributes: Foreign Language BA Req (CAS), Foreign Language BS Req
(CAS), Foreign Service Elective, MLIC Language, Russian Area Studies

RUSS 2930 - Special Topics
1-3 Credits (Repeatable for credit)

RUSS 2980 - Independent Study
1-3 Credits (Repeatable for credit)

RUSS 3010 - Communicating in Russian: The Arts
3 Credits
This is a four-skilled Russian language course that will develop listening,
reading, speaking, and writing skills with real-life simulations by
analyzing a variety of media, including digital resources. By the end of
the course students will have improved their intermediate-level skills
through a review of intermediate and advanced grammatical structures,
development of structured writing compositions, defined conversations
focused on a range of topics, exercises promoting active listening, and
readings rich in cultural knowledge.
Prerequisite(s): RUSS 2020
Attributes: Foreign Language BA Req (CAS), Foreign Language BS Req
(CAS), Foreign Service Elective, International Studies-Europe, MLIC
Language, UUC:Oral & Visual Comm

RUSS 3020 - Communicating in Russian: History and Politics
3 Credits
This is a four-skilled Russian language course that will develop listening,
reading, speaking, and writing skills with real-life simulations by analyzing
a variety of media, including digital resources. By the end of the course
those receiving credit for the major or minor will have achieved a
minimum intermediate-mid level in reading and listening skills owing
to a review of intermediate and advanced grammatical structures,
development of structured writing compositions, defined conversations
focused on a range of topics, exercises promoting active listening, and
readings rich in cultural knowledge.
Prerequisite(s): RUSS 3010
Attributes: Foreign Language BA Req (CAS), Foreign Language BS Req
(CAS), International Studies-Arts, International Studies-Europe, MLIC
Language, Russian Area Studies

RUSS 3250 - Russia From Peter to Putin: Imperial, Soviet, and Post-
Soviet Culture
3 Credits
This course, required for the Russian minor, provides a broad overview of
Russia's contributions to world culture in the areas of art, architecture,
literature, and music. Students will explore various dimensions to this
vast region from Peter the Great's construction of St. Petersburg to the
celebration of the Sochi Olympics in 2014 as well as Putin's invasion of
Ukraine in February 2022.
Attributes: Global Citizenship (CAS), International Studies-Arts,
International Studies-Europe, Russian Area Studies, UUC:Aesthetics, Hist
& Culture, World Cultural Studies Electiv
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RUSS 3270 - Soviet and Russian Cinema: Traditions and Innovations
3 Credits
The course approaches Soviet and Russian cinema from two
perspectives: generic-historical, surveying movements and genres in
Russian films from about 1915 to 2015; and critical, using the cinematic
frame as a window into Soviet and Russian culture. Films to be shown
range from the silent short to the historical epic, and from the gems of
the avant-garde and Socialist Realism to late genre and auteur cinema
in post-Soviet Russia. Under three broad headings — "Discourses and
Ideology," "Identification and Ritual," and "Localism and Disintegration"
— the course traces Soviet Russian constructions of community, nation
("ours/other"), class, and gender. (Offered in fall)
Attributes: Global Citizenship (CAS), MLIC Elective, World Cultural Studies
Electiv

RUSS 3340 - Serfdom and Liberation: Challenging the Legacies of Forced
Labor
3 Credits
Tsar Alexander II won the race to liberation when he freed the serfs
in the empire in 1861 before Abraham Lincoln’s 1863 Emancipation
Proclamation, but serf and slave alike despite the promise of property
and rights protected in law would struggle with poverty, discrimination,
and oppression for generations. This course examines the Russian
experience of serfdom and attempts at liberation primarily through
literature of the nineteenth century but with examples of intercultural
dialogue introduced to highlight Russia’s international reputation of
repression with a range of genres by famous authors including Pushkin,
Gogol, Dostoevsky, Tolstoy, and Chekhov. In English.
Prerequisite(s): Minimum Earned Credits of 30
Attributes: Literature BA Requirement(CAS), Literature BS
Requirement(CAS), UUC:Dignity, Ethics & Just Soc, World Cultural Studies
Electiv

RUSS 3350 - Chekhov as Dramatist: Performance, Adaptations, and
Intermedial Transpositions
3 Credits
The appeal of Chekhov’s major plays remain the focus of this course
that examines the adaptation, mutation, and appropriation of his drama
on stage and screen to encourage an appreciation for the intermedial
transpositions of the Chekhov text across cultures, recent histories, and
media in Russia, on Broadway, and beyond.
Attributes: Fine Arts Requirement (CAS), Literature BA Requirement(CAS),
Literature BS Requirement(CAS), MLIC Elective

RUSS 3360 - In Prisons Dark: Confinement Literature in the Russian and
Soviet Empires
3 Credits
This overview of Russia prison and camp literature written by major
authors incarcerated during the past two centuries, either in Imperial or
Soviet institutions, will introduce students to the rich and varied tradition
of Russian autobiographical literature about centers of confinement,
punishment and correction. The personal history of each prisoner, in
addition to the time, duration, and location of the imprisonment, will
inform our readings of these texts, which represent a range of prison
experiences shaped by religious conviction, social class, political
affiliation, health considerations, gender identity, and conditions of
confinement in disparate prison and camp systems. Taught in English .
Restrictions:
Enrollment limited to students with a classification of Junior or Senior.

Attributes: Law, Religion and Politics, Literature BA Requirement(CAS),
Literature BS Requirement(CAS), MLIC Intercultural, Russian Area
Studies, UUC:Aesthetics, Hist & Culture, World Cultural Studies Electiv

RUSS 3910 - Internship
1-6 Credits (Repeatable for credit)
Prerequisite(s): CORE 1500*; CORE 1000

* Concurrent enrollment allowed.
Attributes: UUC:Reflection-in-Action

RUSS 3930 - Special Topics
1-3 Credits (Repeatable for credit)

RUSS 3980 - Independent Study
1-3 Credits (Repeatable for credit)

RUSS 4010 - Presenting Research in Russian
3 Credits
In this course students develop presentational, research, and writing
skills through individual research projects in order to improve fluency in
the area of professional discourse at a minimum intermediate-mid level.
Students are introduced to a variety of print and digital resources as they
develop their ability to analyze critically the way in which language is
impacted by various cultural forces.
Prerequisite(s): RUSS 3010; RUSS 3020
Attributes: Foreign Language BA Req (CAS), Foreign Language BS Req
(CAS), Foreign Service Elective, International Studies-Europe, Grad Pol Sci
Skills

RUSS 4320 - Dostoevsky Through the Centuries
3 Credits
For almost two centuries, Fyodor Dostoevsky’s oeuvre has been mined
for political, religious, and psychoanalytical commentary on the human
condition by psychologists, philosophers, theologians, and fellow artists
who consider their contribution to the Christian tradition, existentialist
literature, psychological realism, and political philosophy. Over the
course of the semester, students will engage writings by such authors
as Sigmund Freud, D. H. Lawrence, and Nikolai Berdyaev to arrive at
solutions to complex issues raised by Dostoevsky in Notes from the
House of the Dead, Crime and Punishment, and The Brothers Karamazov
that are addressed by a range of disciplines.
Prerequisite(s): Minimum Earned Credits of 60; CORE 1500*; CORE 1000

* Concurrent enrollment allowed.
Restrictions:
Enrollment limited to students with a classification of Junior or Senior.

Attributes: International Studies, International Studies-General,
UUC:Collaborative Inquiry

RUSS 4510 - The Russian Orthodox
3 Credits
This course traces the theological, social, political, and cultural history
of the Orthodox Church in Russia with particular foci on theological
crises noted for shaping doctrine, iconography, popular religious belief,
monasticism, messianism, Sophiology, and relations between Russian
spiritual and secular authorities in the Eastern Church.
Prerequisite(s): (THEO 1000 or THEO 1600); (1 Course from THEO
2000-2999 or RUSS 3250)
Attributes: Confluence - Elective, Catholic Studies-Elective, International
Studies-Europe, UUC:Identities in Context, World Cultural Studies Electiv
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RUSS 4910 - Internship
1-6 Credits (Repeatable for credit)
Prerequisite(s): CORE 1000; CORE 1500*

* Concurrent enrollment allowed.
Attributes: UUC:Reflection-in-Action

RUSS 4930 - Special Topics
1-3 Credits (Repeatable for credit)

RUSS 4980 - Advanced Independent Study
1-3 Credits (Repeatable for credit)


